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What Jurors Wish You Knew:  
A Lawyer’s Journey from Juror to Trial Counsel 

 
Presenter: Megan Carrasco 

Contact information: mcarrasco@swlaw.com | 602-382-6092 

Peremptory Challenges: 

• “A defendant’s or lawyer’s objection to a proposed juror, made without needing to 

give a reason. 

State versus Federal Court  

• State Courts 

o Eliminated peremptory challenges in 2022  

o Expands for-cause challenges  

• Federal Courts 

o Up to three peremptory strikes in civil cases 

Jury Trial Do’s 

• Repeat. Repeat. Repeat.  

o They. Don’t. Know. These. People.  

o Remind them every chance you get about who is on the stand and why they 

matter.  

• Thoughtful Timing 

o Keep to a schedule each day. Be mindful of breaks. Use every minute of the 

allotted trial schedule. The jury is eager to deliberate and eager to be done. 

• Physical Exhibits 

o Hold, watch, see, demonstrate.  Anything to get the jurors more involved. 

https://www.swlaw.com/people/megan_carrasco/
mailto:mcarrasco@swlaw.com
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• Credible Experts 

o Need to be able to draw (depending on case needs). 

o Visit the placed discussed. 

o Combine cost and liability when possible. 

o Someone who is familiar with the location you are in. 

• Credible Witnesses  

o People who have been there and done that. 

o Unnecessary to have multiple people testify to the same facts (unless 

disputed). 

Jury Trial Don’ts  

• Technological Ineptitude 

o Be ready to pivot. If the tech doesn’t work, judges and jurors have little 

patience for it not working. 

• Whispering at Counsel’s Table 

o For better or worse, we see it and it is distracting. 

• Object Strategically 

o Leading objections demonstrate to the jury that your witness is being spoon-

fed answers. 

o If you object and are being consistently overruled, the jury starts to view the 

attorneys as less credible.  

• Close Succinctly  

o A two-hour closing should have a point, not be a filibuster to prevent the jury 

from deliberating. The evidence is already out there. 
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o Tell a story.  Why should the jury find for you or against the other side?  

• Criticizing a Witnesses’ Lack of Formal Education 

o A “been there done that” person is infinitely more helpful than someone who 

parachuted in for litigation. For example, someone who has built a pool from 

the group up is infinitely more credible than an architect. 

• Jargon 

o Try and remember that your jurors are totally unfamiliar with the people, 

locations, and claims in your case. 

o Take your time in the opening to orient your jurors to the who, what, where, 

when, and why.  Although it may feel repetitive to you, it certainly isn’t to a 

jury. 

Best Practices for Closing 

Plaintiff 

• List, chart, graph.  Organize the information visually.  

• Show the jury where they can find every element of your case.  

• Then, hit the elements again. 

• The jury should not be confused as to why you win. 

Defendants 

• Undermine the weakest element(s) rather than half-heartedly undermining all 

elements.  

• Juries LOVE lists – show them how the elements weren’t met either through exhibits 

or testimony. 

• Highlight any inconsistent testimony. 
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