
Tool loan program helps 
city stay spruced up

By Shelley Ridenour
Tribune

A tool-lending program that’s ex-
isted in Mesa for about 14 years helps 
keep the city spruced up, the pro-
gram manager says. 

Michelle Alvis-White, citywide vol-
unteer program coordinator in the 
neighborhood outreach department, 
says people can borrow any of the 
300 or so tools owned by the city for 
all sorts of projects.

Mostly, the city has tools for yard 
work and painting, she said, rang-
ing from rakes to shovels to ladders 

to trimmers to gloves to water cool-
ers to buckets to hoes to paint roll-
ers to paint scrapers to paint trays 
to safety vests.

usually the tools are borrowed 
by members of community groups 
who are tackling a big one-day proj-
ect, Alvis-White said, such as a park 
clean-up or perhaps a group is clean-
ing up the yard at the home of an 
elderly person. Lots of boy Scout 
troops use the tools, she said. Often 
the users are people facing code en-
forcement violations.

“This is a great resource, not only 

for the code compliance depart-
ment,” Alvis-White said, “but for 
people having trouble maintaining 
their homes or property. And, volun-
teers find it so beneficial to be able 
to borrow a dozen shovels, or what-
ever they need.” 

Mesa is a “very service oriented” 
community, she said, and this pro-
gram allows people one more ave-
nue to volunteer.

People need to pick up and return 
the items during regular city busi-
ness hours, which are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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By Shelley Ridenour

Tribune

Sometime in november peo-
ple should be able to fly direct-
ly from Mesa to San Diego, if all 
goes according to plan, the pres-
ident of elite Airways says.

John Pearsall said elite flights 
between the two cities should 
start in mid-to-late novem-
ber. Originally, elite had said 
flights would start as early as 
Sept. 1. That date was amend-
ed to Oct. 1 and at the Sept. 15 
airport board meeting, to late 
november.

Plans call for two flights per 
day on Mondays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, Pearsall said. One 
departure is planned for ear-
ly morning and the other for 
sometime in the afternoon, he 
said. return flights follow a sim-
ilar schedule at Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport.

elite will use 50- and 70-seat 
regional jets in Mesa. The flight 
time between Mesa and San Di-
ego should be 42 minutes. While 
ticket prices haven’t been set, 
Pearsall said elite is “a low-cost 
carrier and we’ll be very com-
petitive.”

elite has what Pearsall calls 
“a unique fare structure.” 

There’s no charge for a car-
ry-on bag and passengers can 
check one bag free. Snacks and 
beverages are free. Alcoholic 
beverages may be purchased.

“We may try out some dif-

Airport

>> See Tools on page 12 >> See Elite on page 12

Durrie Parks shows the tools available for the city of Mesa Neighborhood Outreach Department’s Tool Lending program on Sept. 15. 
[David Jolkovski/Tribune]

Free of charge
$1.00 outside the east Valley

SuNday,
SEpTEMBER 20, 2015

Today: High 100, Low 82, Slight 
chance of showers

Tomorrow: High 94, Low 82, 
increased chances of rain

community:
nearing the end
Man close to finishing 
goal of running marathon 
in every state, on every 
continent; p6

money:
Standing out
Dierks Bentley’s Whiskey 
Row hopes to bring 
something different to 
downtown Tempe; p10

only 
in the tribune:
parade
Words of wisdom from 
Miss Piggy, Kermit, 
Gonzo and Fozzi - TV’s 
newest reality stars;
inside

Letters p5
Community p6
Opinion p8
Money p10

GetOut p14
Puzzles p15
Sports/Rec p17
Classified p20

COMMuniTy
PubLiCATiOn

cover Story

www.EastValleyTribune.comeastvalleytribune.com/twitter eastvalleytribune.com/facebook

ThE VoicE oF ThE EaST VallEy SiNcE 1891, aNd wiNNER oF ThE puliTzER pRizE FoR local REpoRTiNg
An edition of the east Valley Tribune

ne

http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P6&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P10&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P5&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P6&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P8&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P10&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P14&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a
http://eastvalleytribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=P17&uuid=30515ff6-b7f7-586b-9e24-1c5bf0c9ea2a


Community
News, ideas and opinions on what’s important to the East Valley

Finishing the test
Mesa man nears goal: Run marathon in every state, on every continent

By Eric Smith
TRIBUNE 

Mesa resident Mark Dan-
gerfield wanted what he 
called a “test of manhood.” 
As he aged, he wanted to 
make sure he was still phys-
ically fit, as much if not bet-
ter than a man many years 
his junior. 

Originally, Dangerfield was 
never one for long-distance 
running. He would run some 
or ride his bike here and there 
as a way of maintaining his 
health, but never more than 
a few miles. 

That changed on his 50th 
birthday when he did his first 
test of manhood. 

When he turned 53, he went 
to the Mesa Community Col-
lege track and ran 53 laps, just 
to see if he could do it. 

“Afterwards I sort of count-
ed it up and realized, ‘Hey 
that’s about 13 miles, that’s 
about a half marathon,’” Dan-
gerfield said. “Then for some 
reason the idea popped into 
my head, ‘Hey, maybe I’ll train 
to run a marathon.’” 

Dangerfield ran his first 
marathon in 2004, the Des-
ert News Marathon in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He finished 
in just over four hours. But, 
in those four hours, it started 
him on a path that would take 
him all over the globe.  

On his sixth marathon, 
Dangerfield spotted a man 
wearing a shirt that men-
tioned running a marathon 
on all seven continents. Af-
ter talking with him, Danger-
field hatched the idea to run a 
marathon or ultra marathon 
in every state and on all sev-
en continents. 

Now, on Oct. 17, Dangerfield 
will accomplish his goal when 
he completes his 50th state, 
Missouri, having completed all 
seven continents already. Yes, 
that includes Antarctica which 
he knocked out in 2011. 

“The cold wasn’t really 
the challenge because you 
can dress up warm,” Dan-
gerfield said. “The wind can 
be vicious in Antarctica and 
was really blowing the day 
of the race. It was cold and 

windy and I was so happy to 
finish the race.” 

Dangerfield has always 
been happy to finish a race, 
that’s because he’s never met 
a race he couldn’t conquer. In 
his 74 races to date, he has 
never had a single DNF (Did 
Not Finish). 

That fact is even more im-
pressive considering Danger-
field survived a potential co-
lon cancer scare in 1997. He 
never let it stop him, though. 
Nothing has. 

Part of that his wife, Kathy, 
attributes to his faith. The 

Dangerfields are members of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, and Mark 
doesn’t run any races on Sun-
days. 

“He’s never failed to fin-
ish a marathon ever,” Kathy 
said. “He’s been able to keep 
his goals and continue with 
the running partly because 
he doesn’t run on Sunday 
because running on Sunday 
would, I think, emotionally 
and spiritually compromise 
his feelings about what he 
was doing.” 

Faith and health scares 

aside, nothing has slowed Dan-
gerfield from his goals. When 
he finishes his 50th state, as he 
always has, his family will be 
there to greet him and relish 
in the moment. 

“We have six kids and 15 
grand kids so they’re all going 
to converge on Kansas City,” 
Dangerfield said. “We’re look-
ing forward to that.” 
• Contact writer at 480-898-
6549 or follow him on Twitter @
Eric_Smith_evt. 

• Check us out and like the East 
Valley Tribune on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

enduRanCe

East Valley ofice 
looking to raise 

Alzheimer’s 
awareness

By Eric Smith
TRIBUNE 

The number of people 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
is growing, and as a result, 
more people and businesses 
are coming into contact with 
those with the disease that 
deteriorates memory. 

However, Home Instead 
Senior Care’s East Valley 
office, a company that pro-
vides in-home care for senior 
citizens, is providing train-
ing to businesses that have 
frequent dealings with those 
with dementia in an attempt 
to help them interact with 
those who have the disease 
through a program called 
the Alzheimer’s Friendly 
Business Program.  

“A lot of our caregivers, 
and also their loved ones, re-
ally have a hard time. They 
feel like they’re isolated in 
the community,” said Mahn-
az Pourian, of Home Instead 
senior care. “The unpredict-
able nature of the disease 
can make going out in pub-
lic with a loved one pretty 
intimidating.” 

According to the Alzheim-
er’s Foundation, as many as 
5.1 million Americans may 
have Alzheimer’s disease 
and that number contin-
ues to grow. 

Through the Alzheimer’s 
Friendly Business Program, 
though, Pourian hopes to be 
able to educate businesses 
on how to handle those with 
Alzheimer’s and related de-
mentia so those afflicted 
with the disease can get out 
in the community and im-
prove their quality of life. 

In order to earn the Al-
zheimer’s Friendly Busi-
ness recognition, businesses 
have to complete a training 

course. Pourian said that 10 
percent of a business’ staff 
must complete the training 
in order to earn the recog-
nition, which is good for two 
years. 

“At the conclusion of the 
training businesses receive 
the window sign so families 
know this is an Alzheimer’s 
friendly establishment,” she 
said. “Or people in this busi-
ness are familiar with this 
disease so (families) feel 
more relaxed and comfort-
able to go and eat there or 
shop there because the em-
ployees know what is going 
on with the disease.” 

Pourian said 10 business-
es are currently signed up to 
receive the training, includ-
ing Good Sound Audiology, 
which has offices in Gilbert, 
Mesa and Sun Lakes. 

The audiology office deals 
with a large volume of senior 
citizens so business admin-
istrator Alaina McCormick 
is signed up to receive the 
training so she can pass it 
on to her staff. 

“A large percentage of our 
(customer) population are 
seniors,” McCormick said. 
“For us, it was just kind of a 
natural fit for our business 
model and taking care of 
our patients to have that 
one extra step of training 
and quote-unquote certifi-
cation to just say that yes 
we are taking an interest 
in this area and it’s impor-
tant to us and we want to be 
sensitive to those who come 
into our office struggling in 
this area.” 
• Contact writer at 480-898-
6549 or follow him on Twitter @
Eric_Smith_evt. 

• Check us out and like the East 
Valley Tribune on Facebook and 
Twitter. 
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Marathon runner Mark Dangerfield runs along the Tempe Canal Trail near his Mesa home on Sept. 18. Dangerfield ran his 
fist marathon at age 50. Now, 1 1 years later, he is preparing to complete his goal of running a marathon in every state. 
[David Jolkovski/Tribune]

GetOut
>>Find us online GetOutaZ.com

>> Like us facebook.com/getoutaz

Stay COnneCted

6   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2015  |  East Valley Tribune  |  eastvalleytribune.com


