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Dana Stagg Belknap, Gallagher & Kennedy PA

ATTORNEY RELISHES LAND-USE CASES

. DANA STAGG BELKNAP IS PART
lawyer, part mom, part volunteer.
The 47-year-old attorney juggles a lot of
tasks in her daily life.

The Austin native and alum of UT
Austin, where she received both her
Bachelor of Arts and Juris Doctor, has
spent 19 years at Gallagher & Kenne-
dy, specializing in land use, real-estate
development, zoning and governmental
affairs.

Though Belknap began her career
practicing environmental law, it wasn’t
until her mentor, Steve Betts, introduced
her to the archaeological side of law
that Belknap shifted her interests.

“It’s just happier,” she says of land-use
law. “It’s more people-oriented and you
have to help figure out how to develop
something. Environmental law is more
technical.”

Primarily, Belknap’s job entails help-
ing draft development agreements,
working with school districts and utility
providers — “anything related to devel-
opment of property,” she says.

“Being a lawyer is a very service-ori-
ented job,” she says. “It’s about being
responsive, understanding what the cli-
ent needs and then helping them accom-
plish their goals.”

Belknap says her favorite part of the
job is interacting with her clients.
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And Gallagher & Kennedy “is a very

warm, bureaucratic-free place,” she says.

“They have been very flexible, especially
after I had kids.”

She has received much recognition
for her work. Belknap says she is most
proud of receiving a preeminent rating
in the Martindale-Hubbell peer review
rating in 2009.

Belknap’s clients share similar admi-
ration for the attorney.

On the website bestlawyers.com, Jer-
ry Hug of Waveyard Development LLC
wrote, “(Belknap’s) ‘“fair but firm’ policy
was very effective during our entire ne-
gotiation and I would absolutely recom-
mend her to any group who required
this area of expertise.”

Another client, Karrin Kunasek Tay-
lor of DMB Associates Inc. says, “When
it comes to land-use development agree-
ments in Arizona, Belknap is as good as
they come.”

She’s been a Girl Scout troop leader
and a desert landscaper (she received
her certification through the Desert Bo-
tanical Garden), but Belknap says she
spends most of her free time with her
family.

Ultimately, she says, her goal is to
raise her two kids to be happy and pro-
ductive.
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Snell & Wilmer LLP

400 E. Van Buren St., Suite 1900,
Phoenix, 85004 « 602-382-6000 « swlaw.com
FOUNDED 1938 ATTORNEYS 220 EMPLOYEES
321 PRINCIPAL John J. Bouma, chairman
HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Terry Roman,
partner

2 Fennemore Craig PC

2394 E. Camelback Road, Suite 600,
Phoenix, 85016 « 602-916-5000 « fclaw.com
FOUNDED 1885 ATTORNEYS 150 EMPLOYEES
349 PRINCIPAL Timothy Berg, managing
partner HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Sarah
Strunk, shareholder and management
committee member

Lewis and Roca LLP

40 N. Central Ave., Suite 1900, Phoenix,
85004 « 602-262-5311 « [rlaw.com FOUNDED
1950 ATTORNEYS 105 EMPLOYEES 146
PRINCIPAL Ken Van Winkle Jr., managing
partner HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Carla
Consoli, practice group leader

3Ryley Carlock & Applewhite

1 N. Central Ave., Suite 1200, Phoenix,
85004 « 602-258-7701 « rcalaw.com
FOUNDED 1948 ATTORNEYS 105 EMPLOYEES
180 PRINCIPAL Rodolfo Parga Jr., shareholder
HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Sheryl Sweeney,
chairwoman of water, energy, resources &
environment practice group and member of
executive committee

SQuarles & Brady LLP

2 N. Central Ave., Phoenix, 85004 «
602-229-5200 » quarles.com FOUNDED 1970
ATTORNEYS 100 EMPLOYEES 197 PRINCIPAL
Jon Pettibone, Phoenix managing partner
HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Diane Haller,
national real-estate practice group chair

GGaIlagher & Kennedy PA

2575 E. Camelback Road, Suite 1100,
Phoenix, 85016 « 602-530-8000 « gknet.com
FOUNDED 1978 ATTORNEYS 85 EMPLOYEES 189
PRINCIPAL Dean C. Short Il, managing partner
HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Dana Stagg
Belknap, shareholder

Perkins Coie LLP

2901 N. Central Ave., Suite 2000,
Phoenix, 85012 « 602-351-8000 »
perkinscoie.com FOUNDED 1960 ATTORNEYS
73 EMPLOYEES 151 PRINCIPAL Shane Swindle,
office managing partner HIGHEST-RANKING
WOMAN Judy Weiss, partner

Jones, Skelton & Hochuli PLC

2901 N. Central Ave., Suite 800,
Phoenix, 85012  602-263-1700 e jshfirm.com
FOUNDED 1983 ATTORNEYS 72 EMPLOYEES 183
PRINCIPAL William D. Holm, managing partner
HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Georgia A. Staton,
partner

1 Gust Rosenfeld PLC

1 E. Washington St., Suite 1600,
Phoenix, 85004 « 602-257-7422 « gustlaw.com
FOUNDED 1921 ATTORNEYS 60 EMPLOYEES 132
PRINCIPALS Tom Chauncey II, Richard B. Hood,
Scott W. Ruby, Scott A. Malm, Madeleine C.
Wanslee HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN Madeleine
Wanslee, member (partner)

1 o Polsinelli Shughart PC

1 E. Washington St., Suite 1200,
Phoenix, 85004 « 602-650-2000 » polsinelli.com
FOUNDED 1972 ATTORNEYS 60 EMPLOYEES 121
PRINCIPAL Edward F. Novak, Phoenix office
managing partner HIGHEST-RANKING WOMAN
Anne L. Kleindienst, shareholder



